
Like many of our pr oducts the F-50 was born
out of the expressed need of one of our long time
customers.  In January of this year Paul Zellar and
Charlie Haga of Malibu Entertainment W orldwide
contacted us with a concept that revolved around
a multi-track venue that
would emphasize various
styles of concession go
karts.  These new facilities
would be constructed at
existing Malibu Grand Prix
locations and would be
called Malibu SpeedZone.

What they needed from
J&J was a sleek kart that
could drive high or low
around turns, resist spin
outs and give the driver the
“feel” of a Lemans style
race car.  This would
involve a new chassis and
body and would have to be
built and delivered before May 23rd of this year.
Whoa!  T all Order!  Our question was, “Could we
get it done in time”?  After discussions with our
prime vendors we set about building a prototype
chassis.  This involved lengthening the wheel base
of our standard kart by eight inches to fifty-two
inches; it also moved the engine ahead of the rear
axle for better weight distribution.  The kart was
to be a single passenger model but to get the wide
racy look and to improve cornering ability we
opted for the width of our double wide chassis.
This would also allow for our new 4.75 gallon
extended range fuel tank to be used.  The proto-
type saw testing in February with Paul and Charlie
in attendance.  Single wheel drive with 9hp engine
configuration showed good power characteristics
but had a tendency to spin out on hard cornering.
The system was converted to two wheel drive and
the front wheel caster set up accordingly.   T he
improvement was immediate and by fine tuning
the front end geometry and increasing the steering
wheel diameter the chassis began to put smiles on

everyone involved.  They liked the chassis - it
used well proven parts and would feature some
improvements, like 3/8” lug studs, as well.  

But what about the body?  T earing through the

automobile magazines we hit upon the Ferrari F-
50, sleek to be sure, great lines, rounded front end,
high back with short distance from rear wheels to
back of car, it could be scaled down maybe, but
how would it look on our chassis?  We scanned
the image and with the aid of some high tech com-
puter gear this was overlaid on the drawing of the
chassis.  It looked great!  W ith Malibu’s blessing
we set about covering the zillion details that
would have to be done to build the 120 units
before the May deadline.  W ithout going into all
the gory details, suffice it that a ton of midnight
oil was burned, but with the help of a lot of dedi-
cated people we were able to make the F-50 hap-
pen.

At the present time Malibu SpeedZone holds an
exclusive on the F-50 body,  so it’s  not f or s ale t o
anyone else.  But how about if we build a special
kart for your facility.  Call Marvin Foster about it,
It can be done!1-800-854-3140 n
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J&J’s NEW F-50 Style Go-Kart

MALIBU ENTERTAINMENT INTL. OPENS THE WORLD’S MOST
EXCITING GO-KART RACE TRACK FEATURING J&J’s NEW
“F-50” GO-KART!
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Phone: 914-993-9200
Fax: 914-993-9210

E-mai l : FunExpo@aol.com

“FUN EXPOreally improved my profit mileage.”
Learn how to rev up attendance and make your profits zoom when you attend the No. 1
trade show for fun centers, go-kart tracks, and miniature golf courses.

See 1,000 booths of the latest money-making amusements.

Hear over 40 solution packed educational sessions, including:

CONCESSION GO-KART & MINIA TURE GOLF VETERANS FORUMS

SPONSORSHIPS THAT HELP YOU WEATHER ANY KIND OF WEATHER

BEING A GREAT MANAGER

Network with thousands of other successful owners and operators.

FUN EXPO - Sept. 23-26, 1997 - Sands Expo Center - LAS VEGAS
Where Family Fun is Serious Business

Sponsored by

The International Family Entertainment Center

B ATTING CAGE AND GOLF NETTING
Fisher Nets provides the highest quality netting for your batting cage or driving range.  Over 15 years experi-

ence in the netting industry allows us to design and manufacture custom netting systems for your specific
application. 

WE SPECIALIZE IN: ALSO AVAILABLE:
Batting Cages Full range of Netting Accessories
Golf Driving Ranges Replacement Netting
Tunnel Nets Samples Upon Request
Complete Netting Installation
Treated Net For UV Protection

Fisher Nets
1115 1st Street East

Bradenton, FL. 34208

Phone (941)746-0535  Fax (941)746-5694
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMAT E
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Questions
Managers
Should Ask
Themselves
About Their
Go-Kart Track 
In visiting over 130
amusement facilities in
my travels, these are the
questions most managers
don't have an answer for.  

Ask yourself:
- When was the last time we had a safety meeting?
- Do we have an employee manual that covers go-kart track opera-
tions?
- When was the last time fire extinguishers were checked?
- Has everyone been trained how to operate our Go-Kart Shutdown
System? Is it being used properly?
- Do we have the latest go-kart update and technical bulletins from
our manufacturer?
- Are we using seatbelts properly? Are they being checked before
every ride?
- Do we have up-to-date service records on ALL go-karts?

If you have no problem answering these questions then you are
among an elite few that have things well or ganized If not, please
read on.
Here are some of the major ar eas to concentrate on:

An integral part of business is safety. Keep in mind that
safety should be spelled: "liability," unsafe operations show negli-
gence and damages can be collected.  Remember this quote, "If a
customer in Europe walks onto the track and gets hit he is called
'stupid'. In this country he is called an 'owner'."

Safety is just as important as service. You, as a supervi-
sor/manager/owner, play a very important role in accomplishing
and maintaining an excellent overall company safety record within
each department. As in most instances, the more ef fort you place
on safety the better the results.

The most important parts of your safety and operating sys-
tems are your employees. Hiring, training, and retraining good
employees are essential to the success of any business. A Go-Kart
Track Operation Manual is a good management tool that will make
hiring and training employees more productive. These systems will
also reduce employee turnover by making the employees feel more
knowledgeable and confident in their jobs. If you do not have your
policy and procedures in writing, now is a good time to capture
them on paper.  

Fire extinguishers should be checked daily and inspected

monthly by a trained person or a certified fire extinguisher compa-
ny. Make it part of your daily track inspection and make sure you
keep good records.
Here are some general guidelines using Go-Kart shutdown sys-
tems.

1) All karts must be adequately slowed down before enter-
ing p i t area.

2) The staff should be trained in all aspects of the operat-
ing the system so they will understand the operational ef fects and
limitations.

3) The system should be checked daily to ensure it is func-
tioning properly and  always keep up-to-date records.

4) It's a good rule of thumb not to allow your attendants
on the track running surface or in “rail compression” area while go-
karts are in full run mode.  Only allow them to enter track area
when go-karts are in a shut down mode.
When I visit go-kart tracks ar ound the country, the most com-
mon pr oblem I see is impr oper use of seatbelts.

1) Check the condition of each go-kart daily.  I nspect a l l
webbing, buckles, anchored and stitching. Any seatbelt not in good
condition or not working properly should be replaced immediately.
If belts are not kept clean they will become stiff and cause chaff ing. 

2) Before fastening seatbelts, be sure that the customer is
in a good driving or riding position and their back is against back
pad. No Slouching! 

3) Insert the customers arms under shoulder straps and
close by crossing over their body with the latch plate and buckle.
Lock seatbelt by inserting male latch plate into buckle.

4) Before taking out belt tension, position lap portion as
low as possible across hips. Never allow a customer to ride with the
lap portion riding
across stomach or
chest. (see picture)

5) Once seat-
belt is in the proper
position, pull green col-
ored tension tabs to
remove slack. Note:
J&J go-karts are
equipped with four
point seatbelts and have color coded tabs for safety and ease of use.
Green to tighten and Orange, Red or Vi olet t o l oosen. 
W ritten Daily Inspection Checklist is very import ant. Your
facility must know that the go-karts have been properly inspected.
Record keeping will reduce your facility's exposure to potential lia-
bilities. The Written Checklist assists the operators and enables
them to thoroughly and properly inspect the go-karts.  Remember
if you are ever involved in litigation these will become evidence.

When was the last time you talked to your manufacturer?
The go-kart industry and J&J are constantly improving go-kart
safety, contact your manufacture for product updates and bulletins.
More Safety Issues on Page 6.......

By Dan Hansen
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Since 1990

HOW TO CONTACT THE FUNTIMES

Editorial Off ices
8811 Huff Ave NE.
Salem, OR. 97303

Letters to the Editor
The Funtimes welcomes all readers written
comments, questions, and suggestions
regarding any aspect of the Newsletter.  We
reserve the right to edit your letter and all
letters must include your name, address and
daytime telephone number. Direct all corre-
spondence (by mail or electronically) to
Letters to the Editor.

Automated Batting Cages/Kidzkart , Inc.
Phone
(503)390-5714
(800)578-2243
Fax
(503)390-4974
E-Mail
Info@battingcages.com
InterNET
http://www .battingcages.com

J&J Amusements, Inc
Phone
(503)304-8899
(800)854-3140
Fax
(503)304-1899
Email
Info@jjamusments.com
InterNET
http://www.jjamusements.com

Editor-in-Chief
Dick Hall

Layout Design
Eric Hahl

Next Issue

EXPLORING SAFETY

NEW PRODUCTS

TECH TALK

Introducing J&J’s New Employee

J&J has welcomed and is proud to introduce Te rry
Nunley as our new Parts and Shipping Manager.  He has
taken the position of Patty Frost, whom we will miss.
You may recognize his name from being part of ABC; he
was their Purchasing Manager before transferring his
expertise our way.  We feel confident that his experience
and commitment will be a value to us all.  Te rry’s  a great
addition to our staff and we are excited to have him on
our team. n
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The 1997 Fall shows are almost here.  We want to extend a personal 
invitation for you to attend one or more of these shows.  This year we
will have the lar gest presentation of Go-karts and Bumper Boats in the
history of our company!  We hope you'll be able to join us!

FUN EXPO: September 23th - 26th
Booth #3009 Las V egas

914-993-9200

WORLD WATERPARK: October 12th - 14th
Booth #150 San Antonio

913-599-0300

IAAPA: November 19th - 22nd
Booth #5172 Orlando

703-836-4800

LEISUREXPO: February 19th - 21st, 1998
Booth #116 Fort Lauderdale

305-448-7976

W e encourage early registration for the shows and hotels!  If you would
like discount vouchers for the shows, let us know.

It’s SS hh oo ww -- TT ii mm ee
THE AIR LIFT is designed for all shops. It is ideal for raising up
to 1000 pounds to a 30 1/4” level for working on an infinite num-
ber of products. 

· Go-Karts 
· Lawn Mowers 
· Appliance Repair 
· Motors 
· Air Conditioners 

Easy, all around access for vehicle repair. Finish your work
quickly and comfortably.  

· Change tires 
· Work on brakes 
· Tune engine 
· Change oil 
· Cleaning 
· Tear down and assembly 

If you need more than the standard 24” width - you should take
a look at our optional Side Extensions. 

Utilizing the quick detachable side extensions you can turn your
Air Lift into a versatile all-purpose lifting tool for a multitude of
different items. 

Lift, Air Automatic 24" x 80"   Part#1031 $705.60 
Lift, Extensions (2) 8” x 80”    Part#1032 $129.00 

GO-KART AIR LIFT
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Batting RangeSS aa ff ee tt yy

A risky trend that appears to be developing across the country is batting cages operating without an attendant on duty.   There are several rea-
sons why we feel that an attendant must be on duty at all times.  Safe operation of the batting cage requires that your custome rs are wearing a
helmet with protective face guard, that the cage they select does not contain a machine throwing  dangerously above their abili ty,  or t hat other
unsafe actions are taking place.  An attendant monitoring the cage can insure that the safety rules are followed and the proper  protective equip-
ment is being used.  This will greatly limit your legal exposure  to any accident, should they occur.   The added benefits are increased interac-
tion with the customers, and being available to quickly eliminate any problems with the equipment.  Customers are likely to spe nd more time,
(more money) and return to your facility if the hitting experience is trouble free.  Be sure to combine this with a  friendly ' thank you' upon leav-
ing.

Since the atmosphere of litigation is on the rise, the importance of proper employee training is more important than ever.  A s tandard training
program with each new employee and an annual refresher course with returning employees should be a mandatory procedure containe d with-
in  your facility's  operating standards. n

By Doug Spray

SLIPPING THROUGH THE CRACKS

All metal parts will eventually fatigue and crack under stress;
this is especially true in those areas where welding has occurred.
Several states are now requiring engineering inspections of amusement
ride structures (including go-karts and bumper boats).  The current rec-
ommendation of J&J concerning this is:

J&J recommends non-destructive testing, including visual
inspection of all weldments, front wheel spindles, rear axle and brake
mounting brackets by a practicing Engineer no later than three years
from the date unit is first placed into service and annually thereafter.

W e have had reports from
the field that indicate the occur-
rence of cracking around welds in
the area of the passenger foot rest
plate on double seat karts.
Inspect all of your karts for evi-
dence of metal fatigue or crack-
ing.  Also check to make sure the
foot rest plate on all double seat
karts shows no evidence of crack-
ing, looseness or interference

with the throttle rod behind this
plate.

J&J INFORMATION BULLET IN AA BB CC
““SSooff tt ff ll ii tt ee””   ii ss  aa  HHii tt !!

Fall Special Offered!

The new “Softflite” ball from ABC has been enthusias-
tically endorsed by our batting range owners.  After an initial
stumble on delivery and with some production inconsistencies,
the Softflite” promises to be the only ball for the batting range
industry.

“The slightly softer ball and the new orange color
have been very popular with our batters in the three locations
that we own”, states Dick Hall, V ice President of ABC.  “ We
began using the ball late last winter and the repeat business
and customer spending increased because they didn’t have the
stinging-hands problems from our harder balls.  We will never
use anything but these balls again!  It is one of the best new
products that we have ever produced!”

The batting range owners also experienced the benefits
from the softer ball including fewer hand injuries and much less
bat breakage.  At times, the development of the ball has been a
rocky road but the initial problems with the balls have been
resolved and ABC is of fering several programs to replace these
initial balls.  Please call Customer Service for details.

A Special “SoftFlite” sale is being offered to reduce an
inventory overstock.  The “SoftFlite” balls will be sold on a
first-call first-serve basis.  From now until these balls are gone
the price will be $20.00 per dozen.  If you need balls for next
year, this is an opportunity to save! n
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Charles Davies exhibited some of that famous English
(actually W elsh) courage when he decided to install a new 6 stall bat-
ting cage in T enby, Wa les.  Despite the huge interest in cricket, not
much baseball is played in Great Britain.  The novelty and uniqueness
of a batting cage has Charles anticipating success on this new addition
to the existing "Heatherton Country Park".  
Now, if they just knew how to hold a bat………………

Ed Schultz has added another 7 cage system to his business
interests.  This will be the second site Ed has installed cages in the last
2 years.  Good Luck Ed, and thanks for the business!

Jim Parker built a new 9 cage system i n Tyler, TX about the
same time as Lance W atkins was adding a 6 stall cage to his fun cen-
ter  in Texarkana, TX.  The Lone Star State can add 2 more individ-
uals to it's fine list of batting cage owners.

Vince Rutledge purchased a fleet of Kidzkart s to help pro-

mote new kiddy attractions at his park in W ildwood PA.  Coupled
with the bumper boats, the Kidzkarts has provided a nice boost to his
birthday party business.

Roy Gentry decided to replace his  "Brand X" electric cars
with 6 of our KidzKart s.  He has successfully operated a electric kid-
die car track for several years at "3 Flags Over Padre" in South Padre
Island, TX.  Last report: KidzKarts and track doing fine!

For all others not specifically mentioned, we extend our
sincere appr eciation for choosing ABC and KidzKart as your
equipment supplier.  We wish you all a gr eat season and continued
good for tunes.

Many Thanks continued on back.......

MANY THANKS TO OUR CUSTOMERS

Coming Soon to Trade Show Near You!

"Select-A-Pitch"
ABC will unveil it's brand NEW "Select-A-

Pitch" batting system during the coming trade
show season.  

This interactive "Batter Controlled" system
allows every  batter to select a variety of speeds

and pitching heights from each batting stall!

"Select-A-Pitch" can be added to any existing
"ABC" batting range operation!!

Look for our booth at the Fun Expo in Las
Vegas-September 23-26th.  We  are located in

Booth #3019! 

Also showing at the IAAPA show in Orlando-
November 19-22th.  

W e are located in Booth #5173

Recent Reviews:
"GOTTA HAVE IT!" -Don Halls

"AW E S O M E "-Tim Sorg e
"TWO THUMBS UP!" -Quintin Putnam
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MANY THANKS...
Leaping headlong into the Family Fun Center
business in Lima, Peru is a family  park locat-
ed in the infield of a world class Horse
Racing track. 
The f aci l i ty i s Discovery Peru's Daytona

Park located at Hipodromo de Monterrico,
Surco and is made up of two go-kart tracks,
bumper boat pond, bumper cars, kidzkart
area, miniature golf, paddle boats, lazer tag,
ball crawl, skate board bowl, birthday party
rooms, video pavillion and large food court
(including Burger King and Pizza Hut). All
this is surrounded by a  very large complex
with two giant grand stands with events tak-
ing place simultaneously. Their recent order of
go- kart s, kidzkarts and bumper boats,  kept us
busy building and shipping from S alem this spring. 

Service Manager Dan Hansen drew the lucky
straw and was off for Lima shortly after we
shipped the containers to train staff in the service
and operation of this larg e f leet.n

J&J’s Bumper Boats Head South

Indycar Go-kart  Track 

J&J’s Dan Hansen helps unload the Go-kart Shipment


